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Oil Trains
Seaming
Toward
Supervisors

Aswe go to press, the lawsuit
filed against the County by Phillips
66 over the denial of its permit to
build an oil train terminal next to
itsrefinery on the Nipomo Mesais
heading for afinal decision.

Phillips' motion to delay the
hearing of its appeal to the County
Board of Supervisorswill be heard
by the judge on March 2, which
means the Sierra Club and other
environmental groupsthat have
intervening in the suit to side with
the County in arguing against Phil-
lips' claimsmay know on March 2
— and you probably know as you
read this— whether the Board of
Supervisors hearing process will
begin on March 13.

Thejudge hasruled that “ Phillips
66 has not yet exhausted its admin-
istrative remedies’ pursuant to the
rest of Phillips' lawsuit, which has
centered on the Environmentally
Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA) on
which Phillips wantsto build the
terminal. In atentativeruling is-
sued on February 16, the judge
dismissed Phillips' request that the
court overrule County Planning on
theissue, writing “the Court cannot
compel the [Planning] Department
to perform an act which according
to Petitioner it has no authority to
do.”

At the February 16 hearing, Phil-
lips continued to argue itsone alle-
gation left standing, achallengeto
the legality of the County’s coastal
land use zoning ordinance. After
extensive oral argument, the judge
agreed to give Phillips an opportu-
nity to submit an additional brief
on apoint of administrative proce-
dure. The County’s supplemental
brief is due March 2. The response
of the Sierra Club and co-interve-
norsisdue March 16.

Now You Really Need to Say Informed

Welcome to interesting times. Be an activist with your Chapter, get notified about meetings, town halls, rallies, and all
upcoming actions as we enter the time of resistance to save al we hold dear. Now is the time to stand up and speak out!
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Stay informed and active! Send your e-mail
address to sierraclub8@gmail.com and ask

to be put on our e-alert list for upcoming
actions and events.
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Save the date We dance, boss.

Thanks for nothing, supervisors 2 - Zorbathe Greek
Oroville’s lesson 3 This event is designed to encourage maxi-
mum participation by community members,
Slow down, SLO 4 musicians, dancers, drummers, etc. to bring
their cultural heritage to the dance hall to
Cambria CSD: A history of violations 5 share with al.
) No one will be paid; thiswon’t be “perfor-
Classifieds 7 mance” -based. The hope is to showcase the
. diversity of cultural heritages represented in
Outings 8

SLO County and to have folksjoin together

in celebration of our common humanity.

www.sierraclub.org/santa-lucia

Bring your dancing shoes and move to the
beats that reflect the cultural diversity of our

‘DANCING FOR DEMOCRACY

Please recycle

based inks

This newsletter printed on
100% post-consumer recycled paper with soy-

community.
Bring a dance or instruments or finger
foods from your heritage to share.
Try out new rhythms.
DJsand live music provided.
Beer and wine for sale,
$10.00 at the door.

WITH THE SIERRA CLUB

Odd Fellows Hall, 520 Dana Street, SLO
Saturday, May 6

7-11 p.m.

For more info:
karen@karenmerriam.com




Supervisors Thanked f

by Andrew Christie, Chapter Director

Opposition to the Chu-
mash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary has been
acase study in the evolu-
tion of bad arguments.

Opponents' greatest hits
wereon display in“ Thanks
for opposing the Chumash
marine sanctuary” inthe
Feb. 16 issue of the Tri-
bune, giving the majority
on our dysfunctional Board
of Supervisors apat on the
back for passing a point-
lessresolution at their Feb.
7 meeting opposing the
designation of the Chu-
mash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary.

By turnsill-informed,
speculative and anecdotal
— and awaysincluding an
attempt by economic spe-
cial intereststo label pub-
lic interest groups as spe-
cial interests— these
arguments have been put
forward for years, and their
variationsdon’t disguise
their identity asretreads.

Anyone who wantsto see
areal discussion of what
national marine sanctuaries
are and how they work,
with opponents laying their
fears and concerns at the
feet of sanctuary managers
and taking their best shots,
must watch the video of
the Jan. 6, 2016, Morro
Bay town hall meeting on
national marine sanctuaries
(www.sierraclub.org/santa-
lucia). It'savirtual docu-
mentary on the clash of
fact vs. fiction, truth vs.
obfuscation, reality vs.
unreality.

Those two hoursin
Morro Bay really were the
end of the debate over the
Chumash Heritage Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary as
afactual issue. Asapoliti-
cal issue, of course, it'sa
different story, onelikely
togo onfor aslong as
opponents can arrange to
present their waresin ven-
ues where they don’t face
immediate rebuttal by
sanctuary personnel. The
recirculation of the oppos-
ing arguments that were
definitively refuted that
night, and the subsequent
pulling of stringsto get
threefriendly supervisors
to pass a symbolic resolu-
tion of opposition — con-
travening agoal of the
County’s General Plan —
was an ideological exer-
cise.

In signing on to the op-
position Viewpoint, former
Pismo Beach Mayor Shelly
Higginbothamisalsoin
opposition to former col-
leagues on the Pismo
Beach City Council who
support designation of the
sanctuary. Other supporters
include our former and
current Congressional Rep-
resentatives Lois Capps
and Salud Carbajal, former
State Senator Fran Pavley,
State Senator Hannah-Beth
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Jackson, Santa Barbara
County Supervisors Das
Williams and Janet Wolf, the
dean of the UCSB Bren
School of Environmental
Science and Management,
140 Cd Poly students, the
City of San Luis Obispo,
The Cambria Fishing Club,
Patagonia, Pacific Wildlife
Care, and some 7,000 mem-
bers of the yak tit¥u tit'u yak
tilhini Northern Chumash
Tribe, the Coastal Band of
the Chumash Nation, North-
ern Chumash Tribal Council
and Bakersfield Chumash
Tribal Council.

You'd never guess from
the zoomed and cropped
photo that appeared with the
online version of opponents
Viewpoint that they were
outnumbered three to one by
sanctuary supporters at that
board hearing. They are
outnumbered by about
15,000 vs. 300 signatures on
public petitions in support
and opposition, respectively.

Which brings usto the
center of thisissue: Democ-
recy.

While we don’t think much
of their arguments, oppo-
nents are entitled to make
them, and could do so at a
time and place that won't
constitute aday-long waste
of time when the majority of
our board of supervisorsis
supposed to be doing the
public’s business, not scor-
ing political pointswith their
base. That would be the des-
ignation process for the Chu-
mash Heritage National Ma-
rine Sanctuary, amulti-year
process of public hearings
and town halls, with every
comment, question, and an-
swer captured as part of the
administrative record, along
with all written comments,
and adecision at the end of
it based on all input received
from abroad spectrum of
stakeholders, not just the
narrow economic special
interests represented by op-
ponents and their lobbyists.

In that venue, we'd be
happy to introduce multiple

peer-reviewed socioeco-
nomic studies on the impact
of national marine sanctuar-
ieson local coastal econo-
mies. Opponents can trot
out their anecdotes from
chamber of commerce
members.

They can claim that a
national marine sanctuary
will mean loss of “local
control.” We will ask them
how much “local control”
was lost when President
Obama expanded the Cali-
fornia Coastal National
Monument in January to
include the Piedras Blancas
Light Station and five other
areasin three counties.

They can bring “four
Monterey-area harbor
officials” to bemoan “prob-
lems” with the disposal of
dredge spoils caused by the
Monterey Bay sanctuary.
WEe'll be happy to ask them
if the Monterey sanctuary
has ever once denied per-
mission for the disposal of
dredge spoils (answer: no),
and if the “ problems” those
officials assert might better
be described as feeling put
out because they were sim-
ply directed to dispose of
those spoils at siteswhere
disposal wouldn’t compro-
mise coral reefs, kelp for-
ests or other sensitive ma-
rine habitat, thereby en-
suring the health of offshore
waters and fisheries.

Before the Viewpoint
authors asserted that “ new
sanctuaries must honor
existing oil and mineral
leases, which are already in
existence in the proposed
sanctuary boundaries,” they
should have asked the
Channel Islands Sanctuary
what happened to the off-
shore oil leasesin the area
when the sanctuary was
created. (Answer: They
were abandoned).

Opponents can claim that
we' re safe from offshore
drilling because we have a
county ordinance. We'll
point out that the citizens of
Marin, Sonoma and Mendo-

cino Counties overwhelm-
ingly opted to double the
size and extend the protec-
tions of their existing ma-
rine sanctuariesin 2015
because they knew nothing
else would save them when
— not if — Big Oil decides
to put their coast in the
crosshairs.

Before the Trib View-
point’sauthors blithely
asserted that “ sanctuary
status does not offer perma-
nent protection from oil
development,” they should
have checked in with Rich-
ard Charter. The difference
between Mr. Charter and
the authors of the Viewpoint
isthe difference between
someone who speaks from
deep personal knowledge of
a subject and someone re-
citing talking points drafted
by a public relations con-
sultant. A Senior Fellow at
the Ocean Foundation,
Charter wasinvolvedin
maintaining the 27-year
Congressional moratorium
on offshore oil and gasleas-
ing that once served to pre-
vent new drilling off our
coast. He also coordinated
the local government sup-
port that helped bring about
the creation of the Gulf of
the Farallones, Cordell
Bank, Channel Islands and
Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuaries.

InaFeb. 2 |etter to the
SLO Board of Supervisors,
hewrote:

“The creation of a new
national marine sanctuary
has never in any way inter-
fered with local control nor
hasit ever been demon-
strated to interfere with
fishing, since fishing con-
tinues, as always, to be
regulated by the appropriate
regional fishery manage-
ment council and by
California’s Department of
Fish and Wildlife. Itis,
however, critical to realize
that national marine sanctu-
aries can provide the only
available mechanism that
will permanently protect

March 20 1s California”WiIdIife Day

Senator Bill Monning (D-Carmel) has introduced Senate
Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 23 to establish California
Wildlife Day and recognize the state's diverse and unique

ecosystem.

“Thisresolution is designed to recognize one of our
state’s greatest resources —its environment,” Senator
Monning said. “The geography of the State of Californiais
unique and diverse, with deserts, snow-capped mountains,
forests, and coastlines...all of which host an extraordinary
abundance of wildlife. Many Californiansfeel an obliga-
tion to protect our environment for future generations, and
CdliforniaWildlife Day will help advance this through

"
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public education efforts about native plants and animals.”
CdliforniaWildlife Day will be recognized every year on
the Spring Equinox, which this year fallson March 20,

2017.

A National Wildlife Day was established in 2005 in
memory of conservationist Steve Irwin and to bring aware-
ness of endangered animals nationally and worldwide.

Many Happy Returns!

We received a donation
from Daryl and Priscilla
Herzog in honor of their
friends Susan and John
Armstrong, who are
celebrating their 70th
birthdays this year and
both love to hike.

Thank you Priscilla,
and happy birthday/
happy hiking, Susan and
John!
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federal waters off of San

L uis Obispo County from
expanded offshore drilling,
aprotection from which
your coast does not now
benefit.”

Opponents could also
check with former President
George H.W. Bush, whose
1992 announcement of the
designation of the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanc-
tuary proudly noted that it
would protect “an expand-
ing population of seaotters
and awide variety of
whales, porpoises, seals,
fish, and sea birds, includ-

or Nothing

ing many endangered and
threatened species’ and
provided “a permanent ban
on oil and gas development
for the area, which includes
awide variety of pristine
habitats.”

It was true there and true
then. It’strue here and true
now, all attempted argu-
ments to the contrary not-
withstanding.

We will continue to look
forward to the democratic
designation process for the
Chumash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary and to
that discussion.
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L essons California should learn from
Oroville Dam debacle

By Kathryn Phillips, director of Serra Club California,
and Ron Sork, senior policy advocate, Friends of
the River

Special to the Sacramento Bee, Feb. 15, 2017

The Oroville Dam debacle is awake-up call to Califor-
nia

If we heed the call, we may be able to avoid what could
certainly be other disasters and wrong turnsin the state water system as we head into an
agetypified by extreme weather events associated with climate change.

In 2005, our organizations, the Sierra Club and Friends of the River, warned the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, the agency responsiblefor relicensing hydroel ectricity
dams, that the earthen emergency spillway on the dam was too dangerous. We said it
needed a concrete lining and that FERC should require the dam’s operator, the California
Department of Water Resources, to build that lining.

The Yuba County Water Agency noted in atechnical report on the dam in 2002 that using
the emergency spillway could create severe erosion over 50 to 70 acres, sending dirt, rocks
and other debris shooting into the waterway below at arate and scale that could disrupt
operations of the huge Oroville-Thermalito Dam complex.

More than eleven years ago, DWR rejected our concerns. This week, we' ve watched a
frightening scene unfold as the emergency spillway began to flood and erode, requiring
nearly 200,000 Californians to be evacuated from their homes and businesses.

It'sworth noting that we filed our concerns about the spillway ayear before the Legisla-
ture passed landmark |egislation setting targets for reducing climate-change pollution gen-
erally.

State leaders and agencies weren't entirely ignorant about climate changein California.
Nor was the public, according to polling at the time. Scientists were predicting arange of
changesin rain and snowfall patterns because of climate change, and the agencies and
leaders knew that.

Even so, amajor state agency responsible for managing dams dismissed a chance to
adopt measures that would make Oroville Dam
safer as we entered a new climate-affected
era.

Californiarivers bear more than 1,300 dams.
Most people agree that the cost-effective places
to build damsin the state have been taken.

Yet most of those dams, like Oroville Dam, are
decades old. Some are seismically unsafe and
can’t hold the amount of water they were meant
to hold. Others haven't had silt removed rou-

Kathryn Phillips

DAMS continued on page 4

It's time for America to get smart
about energy and be less depen-
dent on dwindling oil reserves.
We need to increase our use of
clean, renewable energy sources
like wind and solar power,

by Vicki Ledn

Add your voice to protect the - George Santayana

planet. Join the Sierra Club

trees—and literally fought it with trees. In
480 b.c., for example, to stop the Persians
at Salamis, the Athenians and their allies

built afleet of 350 ships, devouring miles
of forest to do so. Not Greek forests, how-
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The decades-long Peloponnesian War
between Athens and Spartawas again a
vicious slugfest over timber. The Spartans
had conquered wooded regions of the
Macedonian coast, which the Athenians
needed for shipbuilding.

We remember Thucydides as a historian,
but careerwise, he was a military leader
first whose mission it was to win back
those valuable timber-filled lands. He
failed. Sent into exile, he sat out the war by
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Ramming speed!

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

today. Timber Wars & Copper Conflicts

Join today and Sometimes we assume that conflict over

ﬁi’:ﬁ:ﬂi‘:ﬁii""’ natural resourcesis amodern develop-

Bag! ment, the economic downside of this
crowded world of ours.

My Mame Far from it! Long-ago culturesfrom the

A M esopotamians to the Greeks squared off

o against their neighborswith astounding

- - frequency.

:'::"' . o When not quarreling over mineral rights,

_m':i'l'" the ancient Greeks went to war over

The Greeks couldn’t cut down trees fast enough to build their fleet.
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L et a Thousand Flower s Bloom!

Full Day Focused on Community Choice Energy, M assive Attendance at
CPUC “En Banc” Demonstrates Community Power and I nterest

by Wbody Hastings, Clean Power Exchange

On February 1, | attended the all-day California Public Utility Commission’s (CPUC's)
En Banc hearing in San Francisco on Community Choice Aggregation. Thiswasahbig
deal. En Bancs arerare, and single out important issues for the CPUC, at the Commission-
ers request. Thiswasthefirst one focused exclusively on Community Choice. The audito-
rium was packed, another hearing room held the overflow crowd, and early in the meeting
Commissioner Peterman noted that about 600 additional people were participating online
or by phone.

In her introductory remarks, Commissioner Peterman noted that one of the most contro-
versial topics among Community Choice stakehol ders, the Power Charge Indifference
Adjustment, or PCIA, isbeing discussed in aworking group process that is scheduled to
report to the Commission on April 5, so the PCIA was not a central topic of the conversa-
tion on this day. Info on the PCIA can be found at cleanpowerexchange.org.

A long line of elected officials spoke in support of Community Choice at the end of the
morning session. Elected representatives from city and county members of Peninsula
Clean Energy, Silicon Valley Clean Energy, Placer County, and el sewhere spoke. Jeff
Sparks, an aide to State Senator Scott Wiener of San Francisco, spoke strongly of the need
for the CPUC to support Community Choice and address the shortcomings of the |OUs.
“CCAsare the key to the future of energy in California,” he said.

In the afternoon another half dozen or so elected officials spoke, followed by about 20
other speakers, nearly al in full-throated support of Community Choice. They represented
clean energy advocates, business community, IBEW union and other |abor representatives,
and other constituencies.

Chief Executive Officers Dawn Weisz of MCE Clean Energy, Geof Syphers of Sonoma
Clean Power, and Barbara Hale of CleanPowerSF did an excellent job of articulating the
benefits of Community Choice and clarifying the sometimes inaccurate statements by fel-
low panelists.

CCA continued on page 6

The First Polluters

its glorious woodlands
and rich soil, he was
horrified to see rampant
erosion amid vast forests
of tree stumps. Failing to
profit from Athenian
mistakes, the Sicilian
Greeks had chopped
down their own woods to
pursue their own hapless
military adventures.

WEe' ve never thought
of Plato as an early climate scientist—but in
asense hewas. “Plato,” meaning “ broad,”
was a nickname, probably anod to his
husky build. As ayoung man, he won kudos
for hiswrestling prowess. Plato proved to
be broad-minded as well. He gravitated
toward scholarship, becoming the most
celebrated egghead in Athens, capital of the
700-square-mile peninsula called the city-
state of Attica.

Like most Greek philosophers, the man
wrote copiously, fanatically. Unlike most,
the 250 books he wrote survived into mod-
ern times. Luckily for us, besides his
lengthy essays on philosophy and things
metaphysical, he kept his eyes open. Around
400 b.c., he wrote this poignant observation
about his native land: “Originally the moun-
tains of Atticawere heavily forested. The
region isamererelic of the original
country...what remainsislike the skeleton of
abody emaciated by disease. All therich
soil has melted away, leaving a country of
skin and bone.”

Remember, he had also seen asimilar
eco-catastrophe on Sicily and other islands
hevisited.

Plato was not the only one to sound an
alarm. From 350 b.c. on, aroving biologist
named Theophrastus made longterm field

studies on various Greek islands, including
Crete. During his 80-some years, Theo
witnessed the slash-and-burn destruction of
most of the forests on mountain-studded
Crete. In addition to radically changing the
face of the landscape, it deeply affected the
fate of local farmers. Without the protec-
tion of woodlands, winds howled so
fiercely that much of theisland’s topsoil
blew away. In hiswritings on plants and
ecology (some of them still extant),
Theophrastus noted the dire effects that
deforestation and excess drainage had on
regional climate.

Precisely as has happened in our times,
the warnings of Plato and Theophrastus
sadly went unheeded.

It wasn't just the Greeks who managed
to clear-cut a staggering majority of their
forests. Most of the natural wilderness
around the Med basin was stripped away in
the hunger for wood: by other cultures
from North Africato the Arabian penin-
sula, from AsiaMinor to the lands around
the Black Sea.

So, you ask, what did the Greeks do with
all those logs, besides building ships?
Thanksto films and glossy travel books,
we're used to thinking of Greeceinterms
of stone or marble temples. Because that’s
what’s left to see of the Greece of antig-
uity.

Truth is, people back then utilized much
i of that wood for fuel: to heat and light
homes and baths, and to run businesses
from pottery making to carpentry. We have
to rethink those gleaming marble temples,
too. They a so had wooden ceilings, inner
walls, and floors. Temples stayed open 24/
7, they werelit and heated with open-flame
braziers, burning wood. Despite their per-
manent appearance, on occasion even the
grandest temples could and did burn down.

Huge quantities of lumber went into
construction, from roof beams to boat
piers. Industrial uses chewed up vast
amounts aswell.

But the most ravenous consumer of
wood began its ravages centuries prior to
the blooming of ancient Greek civilization.

History books sometimes put the main
blame for long-ago wildernessloss on

POLLUTERS continued on page 6
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We'll see him in court

By Michael Brune, Serra Club Executive Director

On February 17, the U.S.
Senate voted to approve
Donald Trump’s nomination
of OklahomaAttorney Gen-
eral Scott Pruitt as head of
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

Pruitt is now set to be the
most dangerous EPA Ad-
ministrator in the history of
our country. Pruitt has taken
millions of dollarsfrom
corporate polluters, and has
protected their
interests at ev-
ery turn -- yet,
heisnow in
charge of pro-
tecting our chil-
dren from the
dirty air and
toxic water
created by these
very same pol-
luters. Pruitt
has along
record of ignoring science,
assaulting public health
safeguards, and holding the
agency he now leadsin
contempt. His confirmation
isan environmental and
public health disaster.

We are deeply disap-
pointed in the Senators who
backed Pruitt. They are
elected to represent their
constituents’ best interests,
but instead voted to protect
corporate greed. Thisisa
vote that should not even
have happened, given the
unanswered questions about
Pruitt’s e-mailswith fossil
fuel companiesthat ajudge
had ordered to be released
thefollowing week.

During his confirmation
hearing, Pruitt misled,
failed to answer, and stone-
walled Congress about his
political fundraising prac-
tices and refused to disclose
just how cozy heiswiththe
oil and gasindustry. When
asked during his confirma-
tion hearing whether he had
ever solicited fundsfrom
fossil fuel companies, Pruitt
claimed he was unable to
remember. Sure enough,
though, plenty of corre-
spondence provesthat he
did exactly that.

And that’s before we even
get to theissue of his
emails. For years, some
Republicans were obsessed
with emails. They couldn’t
investigate emails enough.
They based an entire presi-
dential campaign on uncov-
ering emails. After the elec-
tion, this obsession with
emails disappeared faster
than a Snapchat message.

After Pruitt failed to dis-

close emails
during his con-
firmation hear-
ing, the Center
for Mediaand
Democracy
filed alawsuit
toforcehimto
release the
thousands of
g messages be-
£ tween hisof-
ficeand the
fossil fuel companiesthat
have wreaked havoc on
Oklahomafor years, includ-
ing the ongoing earthquake
epidemic. After thewatch-
dog group filed suit, Pruitt
responded by releasing just
411 of the more than 3,000
documentsrequested. An
Oklahoma county judge
forced him to turn over the
rest. Surprise: It turns out
Pruitt let Big Oil tell him
what to say, asthey literally
drafted anti-clean air talk-
ing points and lettersfor his
office.

That refusal, alone, was
more than enough reason to
hold off on a confirmation
vote. Yet the Republican
leadership went ahead any-
way and every Republican
senator except Maine's
Susan Collinsvoted to in-
stall aman who could be
the most dangerous of all
President Trump's appoin-
tees.

SierraClub is preparing
to file suit. Our 2.7 million
members and supporters
will continue to mobilize
and resist this corrupt
administration’s attacks on
public health, clean air, and
clean water every step of
theway.

M ovin

Alr

Sate and feds cranking up for

offshorewind

On February 14 at the
Ludwick Community Cen-
ter in SLO, the Sierra Club
hosted a meeting of officials
from the California Energy
Commission and federa
Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management with represen-
tatives from the Natural
Resources Defense Council,
Nature Conservancy, Morro
Coast Audubon, Morro Bay
National Estuary Program,
SL O Clean Energy, ECO-
SLO, Environmental De-
fense Center, Ocean Protec-
tion Council and California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife

On the agenda: Offshore
wind projects off the Cen-
tral Coast.

The regulatory agencies
are engaged in an outreach
program spurred by the
competing interest of two
offshore wind devel opers

for projectsin alease area
just north of Morro
Bay. The meeting was
held so environmental
and community
groups could gain a
better understanding
of thefederal leasing
process, the state
process and opportu-
nities to shape those
processes. The state
and federal partners
are part of the
BOEM/Cadlifornia
Intergovernmental
Renewable Energy
Task Force, seeking
to identify suitable—
and unsuitable — areas
for renewable energy
development in fed-
eral waters offshore
Cdlifornia

The interest in the
ocean thirty miles off
Morro Bay has been

By Jamie Lopes

The SLO City Council speaksin favor of “housing”
and “sustainability” asamission, but they are unin-
formed and mis-educated on the subject.

Therolethat former mayor Ken Schwartz played
many times on the Council asthe voice of design wis-
dom is not present. The driving agenda for this pro-
growth council isin the documents the council mem-
berscite: the Economic Strategies, the LUCE, and the
Zoning Ordinance. Policies have been implanted
which reflect the desires of the Chamber of Commerce
and the Home Builders Association.

The big pictureisthat no amount of mixed use hous-
ing will quell the appetitefor SLO real estate invest-
ment, which our City is stoking in its promotions of
our city and region. Asour City leaders cry about the

lack of affordable housing, they continue to fund and
extend economic development in arampant, “wild west”
fashion. This promotion has been going long enough that
job creation has overwhelmed the supply of housing here
and throughout the Highway 101 corridor.

We arein anet deficit that is deep and steep; most work-
erswill never be able to afford most of the housing being
built. 1t's mostly going to wealthy retired folks from else-
where (blesstheir lucky stars), because that iswhat the
homebuilders and realtors like to build and sell. Mixed-use
projects at high density - the Downtown Concept Planis
talking four to five stories now! - could provide small, af-
fordable units for most employees, but these projects can
also be built at two and three stories.

All of these projects could be designed in context and
scale with the neighbors and their streets, and till earn a
profit, provide housing and economic growth. They would
be shorter, with reduced edges, have enough parking, and
probably be only two to three storiestall. Unless a devel-
oper provides a parking garage, that isthe scale which the
parking ordinance will necessitate. If exceptions are
granted, there goes the building, the neighborhood, and the

street parking.

The Council needsto hear that Carlyn Christianson was
not right on January 3, when sheinveighed, “If the ordi-
nance says 45 feet, it's 45 feet!” No, that isthe height
limit, not amandatory minimum. The city’s zoning author-
ity (under the rather compelling constitutional term “police
power”) isbroad and discretionary to have interpretive
standards, which may |lead to shorter buildings than the
height limit. No, the Council’sroleis not to screen for just

Dams
continued from page 3

tinely and have shrunken
capacity. Still others need
structural updating.

In short, there are alot of
troubled dams that need
attention in California.

But against this backdrop,
the conversation within the
administration of Governor
Jerry Brown and at DWR
has focused on building
new dams and tunnels.

In 2014, voters passed a
broad water bond. To get
the two-thirds vote needed
to get the bond through the
Legislature onto the ballot,
the governor insisted on
including $2.7 hbillionin
that bond for water storage.

sparked by relatively con-
stant wind conditions and
the proximity of PG&E's
power lines directly behind
the defunct power plant.
Any proposed project is
likely to take seven to ten
years going through the
planning and permitting
process before it could be
built. At that time, in order
to pencil out, an offshore
wind project would have to

Storage was defined in a
way to allow proponents of
several dam projects that
environmentalistshavelong
opposed to have a shot at
some funding.

Now it'stime to reject the
new-build proponents and
focus on waysto use that
bond money to make sure
existing dams are safe and
provide the storage they

compete with both onshore
wind energy and photovol-
taic solar power plus stor-
age. Offshore wind has
significantly better energy
capacity, but both of its
competitors currently pro-
duce energy at significantly
less cost than offshore wind
turbines

Planning for offshore
development is unlike ter-
restrial project planning
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Slow Down, SL

the most “egregious’ projects, but to apply its authority to

deny an unsuitable project.

The Council needs to hear that the Density Bonus Law
alowsanincreasejust in the grossresidential density, and
does not set the size or number of bedrooms. The City may
require through its review of use permits and design that
units be small and therefore require less parking spaces,

building area and footprint.

The Council needs to hear that the Affordable Housing
Law compels adherence to “ design standards” (back to
those). And, our Community Design Guidelines (CDG)
therefore need to become “ standards” in our Zoning
Ordinance. This should be thefirst priority in the
“Scoping” of the Zoning Ordinance amendments that staff
will set before the Council in March.

Yes, the Zoning Ordinance can have interpretive, discre-
tionary design standards, subject to a public hearing and
vote by decision makers. Watch out, though: if these
Guidelines become the subject of a zoning amendment,
they will suffer through a concerted effort to dismantle
them by the Chamber of Commerce, devel opers, architects
and the Home Builders Association, unlessthe CDG is
safeguarded by limiting the scope to just changing its au-

thority.

Jamie Lopes spent 25 years in the SLO County Planning
Dept., where he developed policies for future land uses and
prepared building design plans with standards for com-
mercial and residential development in Templeton,
Cambria, Santa Margarita and Nipomo.

promised. It'stimeto use
that money for south-of -
Deltagroundwater storage
that will create many times
the value and regional resil-
ience of new dams.
Californias policymakers
—and the agencies like
DWR that are supposed to
put those policiesto work —
need to bring their water-
system thinking up to date.

Thelast few years of
drought, followed by ayear
of unusually heavy storms,
show that the days of pre-
dictable weather patterns
are gone. Climate change
has taken hold.

Oroville shows that
sloppy attention to public
safety and the environment
won't do.

& o

because the ocean isafluid
environment (no punin-
tended), with migratory
routesthat arein flux to a
degree never before seen,
fishing grounds that change
every year, and cumulative
impacts of multiple stressors
onwildlife—including
shipping traffic, noise trans-
mission, and acidification —
that are poorly understood.
Regional monitoring must

Hashing it out State and federal agency reps chewed over the prospect of offshore wind farms with environ-
mental organizations in SLO on Feb. 14.

correctly describe these
shifting baselinesin order
to provide a context for
site-specific environmental
reviews for offshore renew-
able energy projects.

The Sierra Club advo-
cates for renewable energy
asameans of countering
climate change, and we
would be likely to support
projects that can be shown
to have minimal adverse
environmental impacts.
As protection of the
environment remains
our overarching goal,
we will oppose projects
with major unavoidable,
adverse impacts and
work to direct resources
to better alternatives.

Starting this spring,
BOEM and CEC will
host local workshops
and outreach meetings
featuring “ Databasin,”
the program they are
using to gather all
known information on
California’ soffshore
environment, with a
special emphasis on the
area between the Chan-
nel Islands and Morro
Bay.

For more information,
go to Boem.gov/
Cdlifornia
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Chronic Violator

How many ways can the Cambria CSD try to chill dissent and antagonize regulator s?

Five months ago, state
and federal resource agen-
ciestold the Cambria Com-
munity ServicesDistrict
that the Environmental Im-
pact Report it prepared for
its desal plant wastotally
inadequate and needs to be
redone (see “ Cambria CSD
BringsHome and F on its
EIR,” Jan.)

Additionally, the Coastal
Commission told the CCSD
to stop insisting that its
desal plant isa“groundwa-
ter replenishment project”
and not a desalination facil-
ity —becauseit is, infact, a
groundwater withdrawal
project and a desalination
facility.

Now it's the Regional
Water Quality Control
Board’'sturn to tell the
CCSD that the monitoring
and reporting requirements
intheir permit really are
required, and the deadlines
that go with them are like-
wise non-optional . After
two years and failureto file
more than two dozen man-
datory reports, afed-up
water board cited the dis-
trict on February 9 for
“egregious violations of
water quality regulations
and orders,” carrying a po-
tential penalty of $600,000.

Let'sreview:

In August 2014, the
CCSD board ignored urgent
warnings from Coastal
Commission staff about the
folly of “locking into a
long-term project and its
associated liabilities’ be-
fore getting the answersto
big environmental ques-
tions, including the cost of
“likely long-term harmto
sensitive habitat” that they
would have to pay to miti-
gate, putting itself and its
ratepayers on the hook for a
$13 million facility loan,
despite having no permit for
apermanent facility.

In November 2014, the
emergency Coastal Devel-
opment Permit (CDP) is-
sued by the County ex-
pired, kicking off a series of
extensions, the only pur-
pose of which has appeared
to beto alow Cambriato
avoid for aslong as pos-
siblethefull environmental
review that must accom-
pany the application for a
permanent Coastal Devel-
opment Permit. The CCSD
began operation of the plant
without filing acompleted
application for aCDP.

In February 2015, the
Water Board cited the dis-
trict for achlorine spill into
Van Gordon Creek, waste
pond reservoir discharges,
sprayed waste water blow-
ing onto San Simeon Creek
Road, and into surrounding
habitat, and noise levels so
high that wildlifefled the
areaand ahorsewasin-
jured and had to be
euthanized.

On March 5, 2015, CSD
General Manager Jerry
Gruber penned anop ed in
The Cambrian waving away
the Water Board's investi-
gation, complaining “The
Cambrian describes every-
thing it could find that is
going wrong with the Emer-
gency Water Supply
Project,” saying he could
only “count three confirmed
issues’ (just before the
Water Board issued a notice
of eleven separate viola
tions of the Water Code,
including failure to inspect,
monitor and report), and
offering assurancesthat “the
CCSD iscommitted to...
complying with permit re-
guirements and regul ations
in every detail,” and all the
issues “are in the process of
being corrected or have
already been corrected.”

In March 2016, the CCSD
“rebranded” itsemergency
water supply project asa
permanent water supply
facility —still without a
permanent Coastal Devel-

opment Permit.

In May 2016 the Coastal
Commission warned the
County against issuing an-
other extension of the
CCSD’stwice-renewed
emergency Coastal Devel-
opment Permit, noting that
the facility was now out of
compliance with its emer-
gency permit, was being
operated for non-emergency
purposes, required modifica-
tions for continued opera-
tion that were not authorized
by the emergency CDP, and
the CCSD had never submit-
ted monitoring reports on
well levelsand pumping
data as required by their
emergency permit.

Last month, the Water
Board threatened to bring a
$600,000 hammer down,
two years after itsfirst no-
tice of violations.

A few excerptsfrom the
Feb. 9 notice of violations,
sent to General Manager
Gruber by Regional Water
Board Assistant Executive

Director Michael Thomas,
indicate that Gruber’s

“ Come-to-Jesus meeting”
with the Water Board (see
“Mr. Gruber...,” below) did
not go as planned:

® “CCSD must immedi-
ately comeinto compliance
with their Orders asthey
are currently facing a maxi-
mum penalty of almost
$600,000 for late reporting
alone.

® “Water Board staff
considersthe chronic fail-
ure to submit timely reports
and non-compliance with
the requirements of water
quality regulations and the
Ordersto be serious viola-
tions. Failureto come into
compliance subjects CCSD
to enforcement actions,
including theimposition of
increasing monetary penal-
tiesand a potential
issuance of a Cease and
Desist Order.”

® “Aviolation of aCali-
forniaWater Code section

Ya lousy snitch! Cambria watchdog Tina Dickason took this photo of unreported flooding of the
Cambria CSD’s desal brine pond and sent it to the Water Board, enraging the CSD’s general manager.

13267 requirement may
subject the CCSD to civil
liability of up to $1,000 per
day for each day in which
the violation occurs. If the
Water Board elects to refer
the matter to the Attorney
General, the superior court
may impose civil liability
for up to $5,000 per day for
eachviolation.”

® “The CCSD hasrepeat-
edly failed to submit timely
and complete reports, and
has failed to properly com-
municate significant issues
associated with the surface
impoundment to Water
Board staff.”

® “Potential enforcement
actionsincludeissuing a
Cease and Desist Order

GRUBER: | was not
going to say anything,
but I will, because that’s
who | am. Frankly, | just
think it gets really old
when Ms. Dickason
continues to take pic-
tures, send them to Re-
gional Water Quality
Control Board, and
takes up their staff time,
takes up our staff time.
She can do whatever
she wants; she’s a pri-
vate citizen, but | gotta
tell ya it wastes a lot of
our time, it wastes a
tremendous amount of
Regional Water Quality
Control Board'’s staff
time; they have better
things to do... it border-
lines harassment. And
she knows it. And | got
a call again today from
Regional Water Quality
Control Board. They
have better things to do
than be Tina Dickason’s
servant. And that's how
they feel. It also dis-
credits the district.... I'm
gonna have to have a
sit-down come-to-Jesus
meeting with [the Re-
gional Water Board] and
let them know that when
we’re responding to an
emergency situation all
over this community
and we didn’t immedi-
ately pick up the
phone... we work very
closely with the regula-
tory agencies. It makes
it difficult if almost not
impossible to continue
to have a good healthy
relationship with them
when we have certain
individuals within the
community doing every-
thing they can to dispar-
age the reputation of
this district.... Mrs.

EARLEOL'E RODDRT

[FORCDRLL GeD AR

=HE WAS WARMEDR
:HE WAS GIVEN AN E(H.Aﬂhm;

NEVERTHELESS,

Dickason is the reason
Justin Smith left this dis-
trict. This is...

RICE: Can we please
not...

GRUBER: No...
RICE: Mr. Gruber...

GRUBER: No, I'm
gonna...

RICE: Mr. Gruber, this a
board meeting; can we
please not run into the
attacking people. Itis
not...

GRUBER: She sends
pictures to the Regional
Board, she harasses our
staff...

RICE Mr. Gruber...
GRUBER: I'm not...
RICE: Mr. Gruber...

GRUBER: She caused
our water professional to
leave...

RICE: Mr. Gruber, this is
not professional, Mr.
Gruber.

GRUBER: Okay, but
I'm...

RICE: | understand the
frustration, sir.

GRUBER: It's not frustra-
tion, it's idiocy. It's ha-
rassment.

Mr. Gruber..Mr. Gruber..Mr. Gruber

At the Cambria CSD’s Jan. 19 meeting, in an exchange delicately described by The Cambrian as “testy,” CCSD Board President Amanda
Rice (right) repeatedly and unsuccessfully tried to rein in General Manager Jerry Gruber (left) as he castigated local resident Tina
Dickason (below) for reporting CCSD violations to the Water Board. Three weeks later, the Water Board weighed in.

“I listened to por-
tions of the Janu-
ary 19, 2017,
Cambria Commu-
nity Services
District’s Board
meeting on-line
and thereby be-
came aware of
statements you
made regarding
Cambria citizen
Tina Dickason
contacting Water
Board staff. We do
not agree with
your representa-
tion of our posi-
tion regarding in-
formation we
receive from Ms.
Dickason or other
members of the
public.

We value the in-
formation and re-
ports we get from
citizens, and we
request that you
retract your state-
ments. Please do
not characterize
Water Board
staff’s position in
this manner or
speak for Water
Board staff in the
future.”

- Michael J. Tho-
mas, RWQCB
Assistant Executive
Officer, Letter to
Jerry Gruber,
2/9/17.

(CDO), recommending
Administrative Civil
Liability, or recommending
rescission of the WDR. A
CDO would prevent the
CCsD from discharging
brine to the surface im-
poundment and would re-
quire removal of any
existing brine until the
CCSD could demonstrate
compliance with Water
Board requirements. Re-
scission of the WDR would
require the CCSD to cease
the discharge of brineto the
surface impoundment per-
manently and would require
remova of al waste

from the surface impound-
ment.”

In language that nearly
burned through the page,
and which we can't recall
ever seeing aresources
agency forced to use, Tho-
mas took Gruber to task for
mischaracterizing the Water
Board’s position on mem-
bers of the public reporting
environmental violationsto
Weter Board staff (left).

General Manager Gruber
replied to the notice of vio-
lations, as he had two years
previously, by again telling
the Water Board that the
CSD is*“strongly committed
to resolving the issue before
us’ and “I can promise you,
thingswill get better.” The
same man delivered the
soliloquy at left.

Twelve years ago, the
Cambria CSD threatened
local citizens with subpoe-
nas and depositions for
speaking publicly against a
plan to decimate one of the
world’s rarest stands of
native Monterey pineswith
apoorly designed water
tank expansion project.
CSD board members com-
pared their threat of legal
action against members of
the public to investigating
terrorists. Then they denied
they had intended to issue
subpoenas. Then future
SLO mayor Jan Marx con-
fronted them with their
legal counsel’s statement to
the Attorney General’s Of-
fice affirming the intent of
the CCSD to issue subpoe-
nasto local citizens. (See
“A Chill Growsin
Cambria,” Oct. 2005.)

No matter how many
times the Cambria CSD
changes the name of its
Emergency Water Supply
Project, Advanced Water
Treatment Plant or Sustain-
able Water Facility, it seems
unable to change its spots.

Cambria’s current regulatory woes began in 2014 when the CSD hatched the scheme to get adesal facility built in an environmentally sensitive
habitat area while avoiding environmental review. But fighting regul ators tasked with protecting the environment goes way back and seemsto
be baked into the District’s DNA. Here's arundown as chronicled in the Santa Lucian:

Jan. 2005: *“Tanks!”

Aug. 2005: “CambriaCSD Grimly Slogs on”

Oct. 2005:
Oct. 2007:
Nov. 2007:
Jan. 2008:
Feb. 2008:

“A Chill growsin Cambria”
“Cambria’s Lesson”

“A Bunch of Schmucks’
“Where isthe Water? Los Osos, Cambria and Nipomo”
“Water that Works: L os Osos, Cambria and Nipomo”

May 2008: “Cambria's Forest Failure’

Jun. 2008: “Cambria’'s Water Planis all Wet”

Feb. 2010: “CambriaActivists & Mercury Put Desal Plan in Retrograde”
Apr. 2010: “Water We Thinking?’
Nov. 2011: “Coastal Commission to Army Corps: Shape Up or Ship Out”

Apr. 2012: “Cambria on the Desal Divide”
Sep. 2014: “Cambria CSD Still Crazy After All These Years’

Jan. 2015: “Cambria’s Shock Doctrine”
Apr. 2015: “Cambria Reaps First Installment on the Whirlwind’
May 2015: “A Regulatory Reality Check”
Jun. 2016: “Backwards Still Runs Cambria s Water Scheme”
Jan. 2017: “Cambria CSD Brings Home an F on ItsEIR.”

Go to: www.sierraclub.or g/santa-lucia/santa-lucian




Polluters

continued from page 3

vegetation-chomping goats
and other domestic critters.
Animal damage was minor,

compared to human activity.

The worst longterm prob-
lem that animal grazing
created around the Med?
The close-cropping of veg-
etation prevented the regen-
eration of forests already
lost.

Mining activities: that's
what doomed the forests
primeval of the Mediterra-
nean. That, and the human
penchant for warfare. What
we call the Bronze Age
came about because some
bright guy discovered that
copper could be heated and
combined with tin or ar-
senic to make bronze—
ideal for making armor,
swords, and other aggres-
sive gear.

Naturally, bronze proved
useful for avariety of non-
lethal objectsaswell, from
works of art to kettlesto
durable currency.

Success at extracting

Cyprus and slag.

silver ore occurred about
the sametime, with equally
disastrous results. Oaks and
conifers disappeared as the
deforestation of mainland
Greece and the islands
rolled on inexorably.

At the ancient Laurion
mines near Athens, archae-

ologists have calculated that

silver mining wiped out 2.5
million acres of native for-
est and used over one mil-
lion tons of charcoal.
These areterrifying sta-
tistics about the ancient
Greeks and their contempo-
raries. Today’s populations
are paying the price for
those centuries of excess
and waste. Cyprus, theis-
land named after
copper, mined its
reddish-gold
wealth for millen-
nia. Instead of its
original forests, its
arid and largely
treeless lands now
sit on four million

Azurite

tons of slag from ancient
mining.

Deforestation arrived
with an evil friend called
erosion, which did anum-
ber on Mediterranean to-
pography. Rather than one
environmental disaster, the
Greeks and other cultures
faced a slow-motion cas-
cade of events: Growing
losses in agriculture as good
soil waslost to runoff;
changesin microclimate,
due to the disappearance of
trees and vegetation, and a
final blow: more wetlands,
widening the spread of ma-
laria-carrying mosquitoes.

The Greeks of long ago
didn’t have the science to
cope with thisinexorable
calamity. Although most of
them thought of nature as
sacred, they might not have
had the political will to
work together on a solution.

We, however, can learn
from their clear-cut tragedy.
But will we?

Here's to more joyous
Women’'s Marches and less
CO?inour lives.

Trump’s LoveAffair with Federalist Society Judges
iIsa Clear and Present Danger to Planet Earth

By Pat Gallagher, Director, Serra Club Environmental
Law Program, The Planet, Feb. 23, 2017

Why is no one question-
ing the outsize role of the
Federalist Society inthe
nomination of Judge Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme
Court? For those who care
about the fate of the Earth,
the backstory isvery trou-
bling. Donald Trump relied
on the group to vet his Su-
preme Court pick, and
Judge Gorsuchislisted as
an “expert” on the group’s
website. L et there be no
doubt: this bodesill for the

future of environmental law.

The Federalist Society is

anetwork of lawyers and
law students who have set
out to reshape the American
legal systeminaconserva
tivemold. In“Ideaswith
Consequences: The Feder-
alist Society and the Con-
servative Counterrevolu-
tion,” political scientist
AmandaHollis-Brusky
chroniclesthe ascendancy
of the group as an incubator
of extremely conservative
ideologies, including re-
gressive doctrines on gun
control and campaign fi-
nance.

The Federalist Society’s
anti-environmental agenda
findsroot in an anti-federal,
anti-regulatory ideology
promoted by the group’s
founders. One of the
group’s founding donors
was the Olin Foundation, an
offshoot of the Olin Corpo-
ration, aDDT manufacturer.
Olin had numerous environ-
mental problems, including
aheap of trouble for con-
taminating the town of
Saltville, Virginia, with

JUDGES continued on next page

Check the Coast at Tax Time

Protect California’s coast and ocean and invest in its future by donating to the Protect
Our Coast and Oceans Fund (POCO) on the “Voluntary Contributions’ section on your
state tax form (last page of your Californiatax return).

For TurboTax® users; a page appears that asks “ Do you want to donate to a California
Special Fund?’ After you click “Yes,” scroll down to find POCO and donate any amount

inwholedollars.

Your contribution will be felt across Californiacommunitiesin the form of grants help-
ing to provide kids with opportunities to experience the coast for themselves, many for the
first time. Your dollarswill also help clean shorelines, restore habitats, and promote beach

acCess.

« PROTECT ONR COAST
AND OCEANS FUND

DOMATE ON 01N CRLIFORKIR STATE TRY. IDIH
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Let’'sWin Onefor the Oaks

Oak tree and ag pond ordinances head to board of supervisors March 21

On February 23, the
County Planning Commis-
sion reviewed the draft
ordinances protecting oak
woodlands and regulating
the creation of large agri-
cultural storage ponds.

Both ordinances were
drafted due to widespread
public outrage in the wake
of the clear-cutting of
8,000 oak trees on 360
acres by Justin Vineyards
last June. (See“ Oaks or
No Oaks?,” Jul. 2016), a
graphic demonstration of
the ineffectiveness of the
County’svoluntary protec-
tive measures.

The Planning Commis-
sion required discretionary
approval for the removal
of any oaks of 48 inches or
more within 500 feet of a
woodland. Thinning for the
health of awoodland shall
not exceed 5% of the
canopy. No clear cutting
will be permitted on 30%
slopes. There are 200,000
acres of oaksin the county
in this category.

The ordinances now go
to the Board of Supervi-
sors. Getting real protec-
tion for oaksin SLO
County has been a 20-year
fight. Sierra Club mem-
bers must show up and
speak out at the March
21 Board of Supervisors
hearing if we want oak
treesto be herefor our
children and grandchil-
dren.

CCA

continued from page 3

But the moment the stood out for me was when Matthew
Freedman of The Utility Reform Network, after making a
long string of questionable statements about Community
Choice, stated that “the Commission needs to make a
choice; isit going to let athousand flowers bloom and per-
mit a customer choice driven market...or doesthe State
want to engage in centralized long-term resource planning?’

Mr. Freedman’s comments conjured up the classic 1984
Apple Computer ad where the dank sepia-toned world of the
state-controlled proletariat worker, blooms into the new full
color world of the freed-up creative individual. Based on the
public comment that followed, people want athousand flow-
ersto bloom.

Therapid expansion of Community Choice has created
many questions about how we generate and deliver electri-
cal power in California. Judging by commissioners com-
ments and questions, the En Banc was a good start, and that
more education about Community Choice, particularly on
the part of regulatory decision-makers, is needed.

The En Banc agenda, background paper, staff presenta-
tion, and the video of the entire day can be found at
www.adminmonitor.com/ca/cpuc/en_banc/20170201.

ln Memoriam

Dennis Wlson

The Chapter recently
received a generous dona-
tion in memory of Dennis
Wilson, along-time Sierra
Club member who passed
away on Oct. 10, 2016.

Eliane Guillot, Dennis's
wife and former chapter
Executive Committee
member and current con-
servation committee mem-
ber for transportation, re-
minded us of Dennis'slove
of hiking. In coordination
with Eliane, the Chapter is
planning to offer regular
hikes and outingsthat are
designed to be enjoyable to
seniors and to those in our
community who have ex-
perienced conditions that
limit their ability to go on
strenuous, fast-paced
hikes.

Thismight include folks
who have had hip or knee
replacements, chemo-
therapy, or other sensitive
conditions. (Of course a
person would want to con-
sult with their physician
before expanding their
normal routine of exer-
cise.) These hikeswill be
offered by a chapter out-
ings leader trained in
physical fithess and reha-

bilitation, and will offer tipsfor preparing for hikes, enjoying them to the fullest of one’s
abilities, and after-hike recovery. You will find the date for the first hike in this special
offering in the next Santa Lucian. If thistype of outing would be of particular interest to
you, please email the chapter at sierraclub8@gmail.com so we can put you on a special

noticelist.

Jim Cole

Our friend Jim Cole passed away last month.
For the Santa Lucia Chapter, as for so many in our
community, Jim was amentor, aleader and a
champion of sustainability. He encouraged devel-
0ping regenerative communities, renewable en-
ergy and energy efficiency, aswell as organic and
permaculture gardening and gleaning. In all these
endeavors, Jim sought to Awaken the Dreamer
within all of us. He supported the best in us.

In the spring of 2008, Jim and hiswife Norma
participated in the Chapter’s European Smart En-
ergy Solutions European tour. The ten Cal Poly
students who participated in that trip through
northern Europe to learn about renewabl e energy
were the beneficiaries of Jim’'s profound knowl-
edge about the scientific and public policy chal-
lenges of transitioning to renewabl e energy.

Those same students are now leadersin our SLO

community and across the state, practicing the important lessons Jim taught them. Jim
always presented the facts, surrounded by the larger ethical, spiritual and practical chal-
lenges to the implementation of best practices, whether in understanding energy grids,
creating a permaculture landscape, or building aresilient local community. His legacy of
leadership and humility will continue to enrich usin the Sierra Club and in communities

far beyond.
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Next issue deadlineis M ar ch 16. To get arate sheet or submit your ad and payment, con-
tact: Sierra Club, PO. Box 15755, San L uis Obispo, CA 93406 or sierraclub8@gmail.com

S upport our local chapter

We send out an appeal in March to each of our members, asking for contribu-
tions directly to our Chapter. These contributions really do make a difference
to ws, and are an important part of our Chapter’s budget,

VYWhen you make a donation to the Chapter, you support the Sierra Club's
work in your own backyard. You allow us to continue our wiork to protect
wilderness and wildlife, to improve the quality of life in our cities, and to pro
mote the enjoyment of nature.

Please be as generous as you are able—remember, these funds directly :
your way of life in your neighborhood,
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Judges
continued from previous page

toxic mercury pollution. In
her book Dark Money,
noted author Jane Mayer
describesthe role of the
Olinfamily in early efforts
to promote a conservative
agendain law schools
acrossthe U.S., beginning
with an $18 million dona-
tion to Harvard Law School
to establish a“law and eco-
nomics’ program.

The group’s relentless
attack on environmental
regulations continuestoday
infull force. At the Federal-
ist Society 2015 annual
meeting, the agendafo-
cused on ways to freeze or
undo federal regulations.
You know, those pesky
ruleswhich limit how much
toxic pollution a corpora-
tion can dump into the air
and water, or which protect
drinking water and wildlife
fromfracking.

The Federalist Society
would have us believe that
environmental protection
should be left to the states,
with little to no interference
from the EPA. They forget
that the failure of statesto
protect their air and water
was what led to federal
environmental lawsin the
first place. Nor do they
recognize that roughly half
the states in the country
have been downright hostile
to environmental regula-

tions, (as evidenced by their
non-stop litigation against
most new EPA new rules),
and would become environ-
mental “ sacrifice zones’ in
the absence of federal envi-
ronmental law.

As John O’ Grady, the
head of the EPA union, told
E& E News after Scott
Pruitt’sintroductory speech:
“Federalism is one that
stuck out like a sore thumb.
If we pushed environmental
protection, environmental
enforcement to the states,
how are they going to get it
done?’

But what is perhaps most
telling are the environmen-
tal records of two Supreme
Court Justices most identi-
fied with the Society —
Clarence Thomas and
Samuel Alito -— both of
which reveal that these jus-
ticesinvariably rule against
environmental protection.
Time after time, Justices
Thomas and Alito have
voted against laws designed
to clean up our air and wa-
ter and protect public
health. In two of the biggest
environmental casesto
reach the Court in recent
years, thetwo Federalist
Society Justices voted
against the EPA’s authority
to regulate greenhouse gas
pollution and cross-state air
pollution (luckily they were
on thelosing side both
times). It's asif they never
saw an environmental law

Tell the White House:

Designate the Chumash Heritage Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary! Go to:

tinyurl.com/CHNMSpetition

they liked.

Judge Gorsuch appears
similarly inclined: his Fed-
eralist Society philosophy
includesadim view of pub-
licinterest litigation. Gor-
such penned a 2005 Na-
tional Review piecein
which he concluded that “as
Republicanswin presiden-
tial and Senate elections
and thus gainincreasing
control over the judicial
appointment and confirma-
tion process, the level of
sympathy liberal s pushing
constitutional litigation can
expect in the courts may
wither over time, leaving
the Left truly out in the
cold.”

L et there be no doubt that
a Supreme Court packed
with Federalist Society
judges will roll back envi-
ronmental laws and undo
decades of progressin
cleaning up our air and
water and conserving wild-
life. Hope and pray that this
does not happen, asit isthe
last thing we need in the
face of aclimate catastro-
phe.

Tell your senators to oppose
the nomination of Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme
Court. Goto tinyurl.com/
nogor such
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Ouingsand Adivities Calendar ™

Sdler of travel regigration information: CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not condtitute goprova by the Sate of California

All our hikes and activities are open to all Club members and the general public. Please bring drinking water to all outings and
optionally alunch. Sturdy footwear is recommended. All phone numbers listed are within area code 805 unless otherwise
noted. Pets are generally not allowed. A parent or responsible adult must accompany children under the age of 18. If you have
any suggestions for hikes or outdoor activities, questions about the Chapter’s outing policies, or would like to be an outings
leader, call Outings Chair Joe Morris, 549-0355. For information on a specific outing, please call the listed outing leader.

Wed., Mar. 8th, 10 a.m.
Quarry Hill Trekking-
Pole Hike. Two-mile hike
around morro to learn and
practice use of trekking
poles. Meet at the Quarry
Hill trailhead, off South
Bay Blvd. Take Los Osos/
Baywood Park exit from
Hwy 1in Morro Bay, driv-
ing 1.4 miles south

to trailhead parking ot on
left. Leader: David Georgi,
458-5575.

Sat., Mar. 11th, 8:30
a.m., Avenales Ranch
Exploration. Explore
front country of ranch
along roads, cow trails,
rolling hills, and some-
times steep, uneven, and
muddy terrain, then on to
American Campground for
lunch. Hikeisan esti-
mated 8 miles, 1500 ft.
gain. Bring lunch, water,
sturdy hiking shoes, and
dressfor weather. Meet at
Pacific Beverage Co. in
Santa Margarita. Note:
Must RSV P to Leader:
Gary Felsman at 473-3694
or email. Thisisnot abe-
ginner hike. Rain or its
threat will cancel or move
hike to Sunday.

Sat., Mar. 11th, 10:30
a.m. Black Hill Trail in
Morro Bay Sate Park.
Easy, 2 1/2 mile, 659 ft.
gain hike past wildflowers,
extra spectacular this year,
and ascent to summit with
panoramic views of Morro

Bay, several morros, and
coast. Good for all skill
levelsand family-friendly.
From Hwy 1 in Morro Bay,
take the L os Osos/Baywood
Park exit, going 0.7 mile
south on South Bay Blvd. to
State Park Rd and turn
right. Bear right 0.1 mile
ahead at aroad fork, head-
ing up Park View Drive for
.3 mileto aparking pullout
on left. Leader: Jan Secord,
602-0403. Asst.: David
Georgi.

Sat., Mar. 18th, 7:30 a.m.
M cPher son Peak Hike.
Strenuous, eleven-mile,
2300 ft. gain hike to top of
M cPherson Peak, at 5,749
ft, one of the higher onesin
the SierraMadre Range
and with views of San
Rafael Wilderness and
CuyamaValley. Starting
early dueto 85-mile
distance of trailhead from
SLO. Contact leader if pre-
fer to meet at Halcyon exit
commuter parkinglotin
Arroyo Grande on east side
of highway at beginning of
Rt. 166 east. Poison oak
likely along trail. Bring
sturdy hiking shoes, suffi-
cient food and water, and
appropriate clothesto go on
an all-day excursion. Meet
at Santa Rosa Park in SLO.
Note: Need to call Leader:
Carlos Diaz Saavedra, 546-
0317, beforehand if you
plan to go or arrange

to meet enroute. Rain post-
pones to afuture date.

Sun., Mar. 26th, 2 p.m.
Historic Walk of Old
Templeton. One of the
prettiest and best preserved
Old West towns in the state,
Templeton charmsvisitors
with its century-old store-
fronts, former saloons, Vic-
torian houses and two
churches built in the 1880s.
Step into its past on a
guided walk to learn the
stories of the early pioneers.
Duration about 1 1/2 hrs.
Directions: from Hwy 101
north, take Main St. exit
into town, going one mileto
corner of Main and First.
Leader; Joe Morris, 549-
0355.

Wed., Mar. 29th, 10:30-
noon. Jim Green Trail
Hikein Atascadero. Join
uson an easy 1.7 mile loop
around Chalk Mountain
golf course through oak
forests and meadows. Di-
rections: from Hwy 101,
take Curbaril exitin
Atascadero, then going east
one mileto Cortez Ave.
Turn rt. for 0.3 mile and
meet at the Jim Green
trailhead parking lot. No
dogs please on this hike.
Leader: Debbie Roller, 610-
0458.

Sat., Apr. 1st, 8a.m.
Machesna Wilder ness
Hike. Join uson astrenu-
ous, 12-15 mile hike, 2400
to 3000 ft gain, fromthe
American Canyon Camp-
ground to the pond, then

E nsure your enyvironmental
legacy by naming Sierra
Club or your favarte Skerra
Club Thaptear in wour will
or trust, These aifts cost
wou nathing o, Yau can
hold on to your assats for
as long as you nesed tham
and you can change your
beneficiaries at any tima.

B

(BO0) 832-4270

IF you have named Sierra Club or your Chapher
as & bepeficiary or wolid ke fo discuss dodng
50, MI8ase contact us foday
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2017
Sierra Club
Calendar

thank you.
Over 50% off!

Last chance close out!

Accept no substitutes. Your
desk will thank you. Your wall
will thank you. Your friends
and family will thank you. And
when you buy direct from the
Chapter, you support the Sierre
Club’s conservation work in
San Luis Obispo County. We

wall calendar: $33:50 $6.00
desk calendar: $34:56 $7.00

When they go, they're gone.

To order, call:
805-543-7051

« 2016

March 2017

over to Machesna Mountain
cutoff and down the Coyote
hole to descent. Bring
lunch, plenty of water,
snacks, and dress for chang-
ing weather. Meet at Pa-
cific Beverage Co., Santa
Margarita. Advance Reser-
vation Required. Thisis not
abeginner hike. Plan to be
out all day. Contact L eader:
Gary Felsman, 473-3694.

o —

Thisisapartial listing of Outings
offered by our chapter.
Please check the web page
www.santalucia.sierraclub.org for
the most up-to-date listing of

Fri., Apr. 7th—Sun, Apr.
9th Carrizo Plains Car
Camping and Hiking.
Don’t miss out on a spec-

tacular year for wildflowers, activities.
joining usfor car camping

or just making the long

drivefor aday. For camp- I Crenn
ing, meet on Friday at 6 L S(Lﬁfimi

p.m. for tentative stay at
KCL or Selby camps, with
rest-rooms, picnic tables,
and firerings. These sites
arefirst-come-first-serve,
no reservations. Must bring
your own food and water, as
it may not be available.
Since vehiclesare not al-
lowed right at campsite, a
short walk from car will be
necessary. For Saturday
hike, meet at visitors center
at 9 am. for astrenuous,
twelve-mile, 600 ft. gain
exploratory hike. Need to
call leader beforehand for
either day hike or camping:
Carlos Saavedra, 546-0317
for further instructions and
directions. Rain will post-
ponetrip to alater
weekend.

The Sierra Club
Needs You!

Become an Outings Leader

Lead hikes and camping trips
Introduce others to nature
Explore the outdoors
Make new friends

Protect the environment

Get healthy exercise

For further information contact:

Joe Morris, Outings Chair
Sierra Club, Santa Lucia Chapter
(805) 549-0355

dpjiggzeearthlink.net

Tahn Mugir, fosmador of th
Sarra Cliobs, 1 Veerrdiin

Island Hopping in Channel Ilands National Park 2017

April 2-4 May 7-9 June
11-13 July 16-18

August 20-22 September
24-26 October 22-24

Join us for a 3-day, 3-island,
live-aboard cruise to
Cdlifornia sChannel |s-
lands! Hike wild, wind-
swept trails bordered with
blazing wildflowers. Kayak
rugged coastlines. Snorkel
in pristine watersteeming
with colorful fish. Swim : - :
with frolicking sealsand sea - - . -
lions. Look for unusual sea
and land birds. Watch for
the highly endangered is-
land fox. Or.....just relax at
seal All cruises depart from
Santa Barbara. The cost,
$650, includes an assigned
bunk, all meals, snacks and
beverages plusthe services

of anaturalist-docent as-
signed by the national

park to help lead hikes,
point out items of interest
and give evening program.
For more information
contact leader: Joan Jones

Holtz; 626-443-0706;
jholtzhin@aol .com. To
make areservation send a
$100 check, written to Si-
erra Club, to leader, 11826
TheWye $t., El Monte, CA
91732.

On April 29, We March for
Climate, Jobs and Justice

Eventbeite T L il F s Lo ERrATErENT

e

SLD People's Climate
March

Join the People's Climate Movement on April 29 to stand up for our communities and
climate. Thisisalocal version of the historic march that will be happening in Washington,
D.C., and across the country.

SL O People’s Climate March is being organized in partnership with the Sierra Club
Santa L ucia Chapter, SLO Surfrider, SLO Progressives, Northern Chumash Tribal Council
and Others.

More information about this event coming soon. Go to https://peoples climate.org.



